
 

High School Summer Reading 2025 

We encourage all incoming students to choose and read at least one book from 
the summer reading list. As they read, students should annotate key ideas, 
focusing on elements such as theme and purpose, main ideas, literary devices, 
character development, or any other points of interest for future discussion. 

Engaging with a text in this way will help students build strong reading habits 
and prepare them for the expectations of English class in the upcoming school 
year. 

If you have any questions, feel free to reach out to Mrs. Thompson at: 
jthompson@hillcrestcs.org 

Happy reading! 

English 9th Grade Books:  
1. The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger 
2. Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck 
3. Hidden Figures by Margot Lee Shetterly 
4. Wonder by R.J. Palacio 
5. Do Hard Things by Alex & Brett Harris 
 
English 10th World Lit. Books:  
1. Crazy Busy by Kevin DeYoung 
2. Cry, the Beloved Country by Alan Paton 
3. Great Expectations by Charles Dickens 
4. The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien 
5. The Seven Habits of Highly Effective Teens by Sean Covey 
  
English 11th American Lit. Books: 
1.  Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway 
2.  Amusing Ourselves to Death by Neil Postman  
3.  The Shallows: What the Internet is Doing to Our Brains by Nicholas Carr  
4. Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave by Frederick 
Douglass OR Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl by Harriet Jacobs 
5. Think by John Piper 
6. Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison 
7. The House of the Seven Gables by Nathaniel Hawthorne 



 

 
English 12th Brit Lit Books:  
1. How to Read Literature Like a Professor for Kids by Thomas C. Foster  
2. Jane Eyre by Charlotte Brontë 
3. Wuthering Heights by Emily Brontë 
4. The Importance of Being Earnest by Oscar Wilde  
5. In Defence of Poetry by Percy Bysshe Shelley 


