
 

9th Grade Honors Summer Reading Project Guidelines​
 Exploring Themes and Characters in Hidden Figures by Margot Lee Shetterly 

Objective:​
 This project is designed to deepen your understanding of the themes, characters, 
and literary techniques used in Hidden Figures by Margot Lee Shetterly. You’ll 
explore how the author brings to life the true story of the Black women 
mathematicians at NASA who helped win the space race. 

 

Requirements: 

1.​ Reading:​
 Read Hidden Figures by Margot Lee Shetterly in its entirety. As you read, 
create at least 4 annotations per chapter by underlining/highlighting key 
statements and writing brief analyses that connect them to the broader 
story and themes. 

2.​ Literary Devices:​
 Identify at least three literary or rhetorical devices used in the book (e.g., 
anecdote, tone, imagery, irony) and explain how each contributes to the 
narrative and message.​
 Length: 1 paragraph, MLA format. 

3.​ Creative Component:​
 Choose one of the following: 

●​ Visual Representation: Create a poster, collage, or infographic that 
captures the essence of the book, its themes, and its central figures. 

●​ Creative Writing: Write a short story, poem, or letter from the perspective 
of one of the historical figures, exploring their thoughts, struggles, and 
triumphs. 

●​ Multimedia Presentation: Create a video, slideshow, or digital project that 
highlights key elements of the book, including its plot, characters, themes, 
and historical context.  



 

Rubric 

Criteria Excellent (10) Good (7-9) Fair (5-6) Poor (0-4) 

Reading 

Completed 
reading the 
entire novel 
 
At Least 4 
Annotations Per 
Chapter 

Mostly 
completed 
reading the 
novel 
 
At Least 3 
Annotations 
Per Chapter 

Partially 
completed 
reading the 
novel 
 
At Least 2 
Annotations 
Per Chapter 

Did not 
complete 
reading the 
novel 
 
0-1 
Annotation 
Per Chapter 

Literary 
Devices 

Identifies and 
analyzes three 
literary devices 
used in the 
novel, 
demonstrating a 
sophisticated 
understanding 
of their impact 
on the narrative 

Identifies and 
analyzes three 
literary devices 
used in the 
novel, with 
some gaps in 
understanding 
their impact 

Identifies and 
briefly 
analyzes 
three literary 
devices used 
in the novel, 
with limited 
insight 

Fails to 
identify or 
analyze three 
literary 
devices 
effectively 

Creative 
Component 

Creatively and 
effectively 
completes the 
chosen option, 
demonstrating 
originality, 
insight, and 
attention to 
detail 

Completes the 
chosen option 
with creativity 
and effort, 
though lacking 
in some 
aspects 

Partially 
completes the 
chosen 
option, with 
limited 
creativity or 
effort 

Fails to 
complete or 
seriously 
lacks effort in 
the chosen 
option 
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